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THE OLD, OLD STORY 
Pastor Jim Dunn  

 

Acts 1:12-26 

Matthias Chosen to Replace Judas 

12 Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near 

Jerusalem, a Sabbath day's journey away. 13 And when they had entered, they went 

up to the upper room, where they were staying, Peter and John and James and 

Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James the son of Alphaeus 

and Simon the Zealot and Judas the son of James. 14 All these with one accord were 

devoting themselves to prayer, together with the women and Mary the mother of 

Jesus, and his brothers. 

15 In those days Peter stood up among the brothers (the company of persons was in 

all about 120) and said, 16 “Brothers, the Scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy 

Spirit spoke beforehand by the mouth of David concerning Judas, who became a 

guide to those who arrested Jesus. 17 For he was numbered among us and was 

allotted his share in this ministry.” 18 (Now this man acquired a field with the reward of 

his wickedness, and falling headlong he burst open in the middle and all his bowels 

gushed out. 19 And it became known to all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, so that the 

field was called in their own language Akeldama, that is, Field of Blood.) 20 “For it is 

written in the Book of Psalms, 

“‘May his camp become desolate, 

    and let there be no one to dwell in it’; 

and 

“‘Let another take his office.’ 

21 So one of the men who have accompanied us during all the time that the Lord 

Jesus went in and out among us, 22 beginning from the baptism of John until the day 

when he was taken up from us—one of these men must become with us a witness to 

his resurrection.” 23 And they put forward two, Joseph called Barsabbas, who was also 
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called Justus, and Matthias. 24 And they prayed and said, “You, Lord, who know the 

hearts of all, show which one of these two you have chosen 25 to take the place in this 

ministry and apostleship from which Judas turned aside to go to his own place.” 

26 And they cast lots for them, and the lot fell on Matthias, and he was numbered with 

the eleven apostles. 

 

 

Long before the Rio Grande River reaches Texas, it begins in Colorado and flows 

through New Mexico. Along the river in New Mexico, the Pueblo Indians have lived, for 

at least a thousand years. Though made up of various tribes, all of the Pueblo tribes 

shared pretty much the same beliefs, the same customs, the same ways of doing 

work, the same language. Their words were never written down. They taught all of their 

knowledge by word of mouth. No books. No libraries. So, there was a great deal to 

memorize. “One who knows how” was what they called the person who could 

remember all that was told him. Those “who knew how” had to memorize the 

movements of the times and seasons, and how and when the work of farming was to 

be done. The inherited stories of their people and the forms of their prayers all had to 

be stored in the mind. It was too much information for just one person to remember. 

And so like so many other aspects of Pueblo culture, even the act of story-telling was 

not done by just one person. It was a joint effort, since it took one person to tell the 

story and others to help remember it. 

 

Christians can appreciate that. We have a story to tell. But it takes more than one 

person to tell it. We are all called to be witnesses for Jesus Christ, and we are called to 

be together, to work together to tell the story that gives life. It is what the hymn writer 

calls the “old, old story of Jesus and His love.” Who will tell this story? 

That’s the question the first followers of Jesus asked. The position of apostle had been 

given to 12 men, including Judas, but Judas was now dead. So their question was who 

could take Judas’ place to tell the story of Jesus? To borrow Peter’s words, who would 

be “allotted Judas’ share in this ministry?” (Acts 1:17) 
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However, it wasn’t just a matter of who but of what. What would be told? What was 

the story? The position of apostle required that a man be able to tell the whole story by 

himself, be one of the men who had been with Jesus all of the time that Jesus had 

been teaching, through the days of His death and resurrection, until the day Jesus was 

taken up into heaven. The apostle was responsible for all of that, for handing on the 

whole story accurately, faithfully, so that the story would continue to give life as it was 

told again and again, carried from one country to another, handed down from 

generation to generation. 

 

So, not only who will tell, but what will we tell? We live in a time and place where 

people wonder whether they would be better off without the old, old story. They have 

seen the story of Jesus be used to justify so many things. Yes, they have seen the story 

be used to justify acts of mercy in homeless shelters and soup kitchens. But they have 

also seen the story be used to justify violence at women’s care clinics and protests at 

military funerals, saying that those deaths were the judgment of God. And so some 

people think they are doing everyone a favor by erasing the story from our public 

spaces and from the classrooms of our public schools. What does this mean for you 

and me? It means we must pay more careful attention to the sacred story that we tell. 

To make sure that what we are telling is the old, old story, the same story that the 

apostles handed down to us. 

 

The thing is, we live in a country blessed with great power and wealth, of which we 

Christians have had a share. So, we have come to see this nation as especially blessed 

by God, as the light on the hill, the beacon of hope for all nations. We have come to 

see America as as much Christian as it is apple pie and Chevrolet. So, the fear that 

America would no longer be a Christian nation is as though we feared the death of 

Christianity itself. Because America has been looked upon as Christian, it has been 

assumed that Christianity in this country has been faithful to God, that whatever is 

good for America is good for God. And so instead of the story being about Jesus, 

Jesus has been made a supporting actor, whose job it is to help America succeed and 

achieve its goals, and to enable individual Americans to succeed and achieve their 

goals, even when those goals are selfish.  
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Instead of telling the old, old story about Jesus and His larger work in the world as a 

whole, Jesus has been made a supporting actor in a story that has really become all 

about us. We find ourselves working to make Jesus relevant to us, serving our purposes, 

helping us with our forgiveness, having Him meet our needs.  

 

When it is God who makes us relevant. It is God who gives us purpose. It is God who 

baptizes each of us into a much larger people than just 21st century America and 

baptizes each of us into a much bigger story than our own personal, fragile story. Our 

dear friend Art Peuster grows more fragile by the day. Now, Art has loved this country 

as much as any of us. He served his country, too, in the Army, rendering tremendous 

service. Art is a great American. But as his body grows more fragile by the day, now in 

hospice care, all of this is diminishing in importance and what is becoming of greater 

importance to him is the country to which he going and knowing that there is One 

who is waiting for him on the other side who is bigger than just this time and place, 

bigger than this century and this life. 

 

Jesus is bigger. He is doing more than simply working in our country and in our personal 

lives. He has called us and gathered us to be part of His people who live because of 

His story and who serve His purposes as He rules the nations. God is enabling us to 

confess that we part of a much larger people who live in a much longer history. You 

worship the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, the God who called forth the nation 

of Israel. You are connected to the Old Israel. And that played a big part when the 

Eleven disciples decided to give someone Judas’ allotted share of this ministry. There 

had been 12 tribes of Israel. Most of them were allotted shares of the Promised Land 

through the casting of lots by Joshua. So, the Eleven disciples believed that there had 

to be 12 of them, and this last one would receive his share, his allotted share of the 

ministry, through the casting of lots. Only, unlike Judas, this twelfth apostle would not 

receive a field. He would not receive a share of land. He would receive instead a 

share in this ministry, 12 apostles to serve as the foundation of the new Israel.  
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The New Israel.  That’s us. We are the new Israel along with the Christians of all nations, 

connected to the old Israel through Jesus, and built upon the foundation of the 12 

apostles, through whom the story of Jesus has gone out to all nations, so that the 

promise may be fulfilled which God made to Abraham: “All nations on earth will be 

blessed through you.” (Genesis 12:3)  

 

In this way, we, too, though we are not related to Abraham by blood, have been 

blessed and have baptized into the sacred story of Israel which is the sacred story of 

Jesus. For Jesus is the True Israel. Baptized into Jesus’ death and resurrection, Jesus is 

our Messiah and Lord, who ascended into heaven, rules over all, and will return to raise 

the dead, judge the nations, and bring about God’s new creation. This is our master’s 

story. And we have, by God’s undeserved love, been made part of this story. 

And the Holy Spirit enables us to tell this story.  

 

Through our telling of this story of Jesus, God calls others to live in repentance, faith 

and new life in communion with God’s people, awaiting the restoring of all things in 

the new creation. Those who are baptized into Christ are made a new creation 

(2Corinthians 5:17), delivered from eternal damnation, their lives changed, 

condemning the stories that would separate us from God and opening eyes and ears 

to the story that gives life. 

 

AMEN 

 


